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Email: pen-editor@perc.ca with ideas or 
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by Mavis Finnamore

Mavis is a long-term 
volunteer with Ottawa 

ACORN.

ACORN: Fighting for Affordable 
Housing in Ottawa

ACORN Ottawa members protesting Timbercreek Eviction Policies in 2015. Photo: ACORN

For most of my life, 
I have lived a com-
fortable, middle class 

existence in Ottawa, never 
really worrying about mon-
ey. With my husband and 
two kids, we occupied a 
large townhouse in a well 
maintained development 
called Herongate.
 Our house backed 
onto a large lush park, 
right next to a shopping 
mall, and close to good 
schools and transit. We 

also had friendly neighbours 
with whom we shared mem-
orable moments. Life was 
good. 
 Over the years, our 
family income stagnated, 
complicated by my health 
issues (cancer) and problems 
I had finding work after 2009. 
But the rent kept going up, 
even beyond the average 
amounts of annual wage 
increases. We noticed also, 
that many older areas of low 
cost housing were disappear-
ing in Ottawa, knocked down 
so large towers of costly 
condos could be built. No 
one, it seemed, was building 
anything new for low income 
people. 

 Flash forward to 
2012, when new owners took 
over Herongate and let the 
whole place slide into ruin. 
Despite tenants best efforts 
to get repairs done, things 
got worse in my area, with a 
growing core of vacant, badly 
damaged homes making it 
look like a slum. Gangs moved 
in, taking over some of the 
vacant units for party hous-
es and drug dealing. People 
were scared and embarrassed 
by these outcomes and start-
ed to move out.
 As soon as it became 
readily apparent the new 
owners didn’t have good 
maintenance and barely 
acknowledged the tenants’ 

concerns, ACORN organiz-
ers moved in to help the 
tenants organize. (Editor’s 
Note: ACORN = Association 
for Community Organizations 
for Reform Now - there are 
national and local chapters.)
 ACORN members 
brought the problems resi-
dents were facing to the at-
tention of the public and City 
of Ottawa officials through 
regular meetings and demon-
strations in Herongate and at 
City Hall. With ACORN’s help, 
the media splashed coverage 
of the neglect and the despair 
of tenants country-wide, and 
by-law officers blitzed Heron-
gate with repair orders.
 Because they were 
the only ones working hard 
to help us tenants, I joined 
ACORN in 2012. While all 

the media exposure 
brought bad publicity 
to Herongate’s owners, 
Timbercreek, they seemed 
undeterred, and neglect 
continued.
 Finally their 
object became clear 
when they issued the first 
group of eviction notic-
es in September, 2015, 
so they could demolish 
our homes. When, with 
ACORN’s help, we tried 
to modify the conditions, 
and get more time to find 
new homes, they refused 
to even consider the ten-
ants’ requests.
 Many tenants, not 
having money for trucks to 
move, had to leave much

. . . . . . . . . . .cont’d pg 2 
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behind, taking only bare 
necessities stuffed in cars. 
Low cost housing had become 
scarce, and many had to pay 
much more, sometimes hun-
dreds of dollars more each 
month, for new accommoda-
tions. 

Now, leap ahead 
to 2018 and a second wave 
of evictions in Herongate, 
preceded by the same types 
of neglect of maintenance 
and repair as the first wave. 
Another demolition was 
planned.

ACORN members 
again helped tenants by di-
rectly participating in “vision 
meetings” organized by 
Timbercreek, asking for and 
getting better timelines for 
moving (no winter evictions), 
and earlier moving payments 
so people would be able to 
keep their furnishings. We 
also pushed for tenant input 

on replacement rentals, with 
the same sizes appropriate 
for the tenants being dis-
placed, and same rent.

Because the sec-
ond group of evictees were 
having even 
more trouble 
finding low 
cost housing, 
ACORN mem-
bers pushed 
both Timber-
creek and the 
City of Ottawa 
to adopt 
Inclusionary 
Zoning for any 
new residen-
tial building in 
Ottawa. This would enshrine 
the idea that residential plan-
ning had to include housing 
for low income people, and 
would address and stop the 
increasing shortage of low 
cost housing in Ottawa.

Constant demonstra-
tions of support for affordable 

housing, not just in Heron-
gate, but all over Ottawa, by 
ACORN and our allies even-
tually had a major impact on 
both the developer, Timber-
creek, and the City of Ottawa.

 Timbercreek 
has softened its 
stance with ten-
ants, adopting, 
ACORN’s demand 
for replacement 
housing, at sizes 
and costs afford-
able to the ten-
ants evicted, in a 
public meeting in 
February, 2019. 
They also en-
dorsed Inclusion-

ary Zoning of up to twenty 
percent. The City is studying 
applications for implementing 
Inclusionary Zoning in Ottawa 
as a way of increasing the 
stock of affordable housing 
for low income people, and 
is furthermore looking at 
putting in place laws to regu-
late landlord behaviour with 
Landlord Licensing.

This has been a long-
term goal ACORN has worked 
towards, and I firmly believe 
low cost areas like Herongate 
would not have suffered 
demolition if they had been 
subject to the regular repair 
and inspections demanded of 
Landlord Licensing.

The City also rec-
ognizes there is a current 
crisis for low income people 
looking for affordable hous-
ing, with most current council 

members supporting Inclu-
sionary Zoning as one way to 
attack the problem. This past 
February, ACORN, and over 
seventy allied groups staged a 
mass protest at City Hall, just 
before the release of the City 
Budget, demanding at least 
$12 million be included for 
building affordable housing. 
We also asked that city-
owned land near Rapid Tran-
sit stations be reserved for 
non-profit and other low cost 
housing, especially for people 
on government assistance. 
We also managed to get the 
commitment of Jean Cloutier 
(councillor for Alta Vista), to 
not approve a secondary plan 
application for Herongate 
unless it included affordable 
housing.

When the City of 
Ottawa 2019 Budget went 
to final vote on March 6th, 
it was approved with $15 
million dollars for affordable 
housing! What a wonderful 
victory for everyone fighting 
to get healthy stable housing 
for low income people, and 
there’s even hope for my old 
neighbourhood of Herongate.

ACORN is currently 
working with our allies to 
ensure that Timbercreek’s 
commitments are legally 
binding. ACORN members, 
past and present, living in 
Herongate, are working on a 
campaign for a community 
benefits agreement that in-
cludes more affordable hous-
ing, daycare and newcomer 
services, local hiring, social 
enterprise, better mainte-
nance and more. And with all 
the momentum we’ve built 
over the years we think we 
can win!

ACORN has been a 
main leader across Canada 
in the struggle to get gov-
ernments to pay attention to 
the affordable and liveable 
housing needs of low income 
people. We know the fight 
isn’t over, because as the 
saying goes, “the devil is in 
the details.” 

All our members will 
be focused on Timbercreek 
and the City of Ottawa to 
encourage them to live up 
to their commitments. We 
will be watching anxiously to 
see the City make improve-
ments to prevent any more 
affordable housing crises, 
by instituting real, meaning-
ful, Landlord Licensing and 
Inclusionary Zoning policies 
to keep and protect healthy 
homes for all of us. 

PENgagement: do you have 
a story about struggling 

with landlord neglect, rent 
increases, or looking for 

affordable housing? Some of 
us sure do! We’d be happy to 
share your story on our blog 
(annonymously if you’d like). 
Email pen-editor@perc.ca.Article author Mavis Finnamore at a protest in 2015. Photo: 
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Many tenants, not 
having money for 

trucks to move, had 
to leave much behind, 
taking only bare neces-

sities stuffed in cars.

- Mavis Finnamore,
regarding a series of 2015 

evictions in Herongate.
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by PERC

Usually we use this space 
to profile one of the great 

people who contribute 
to PERC and the PEN: 

This time we’re using it 
to reach out to the whole 

PERC community!

by Rudy Askim

Rudy is a senior citizen 
from the rural Ottawa 
area out to prove that 
seniors do in fact care 
about climate change.

Contact him - about 
this or other topics - at 

SeniorsClimate
ChangeAction@gmail.com

As a private citizen, 
I find it difficult 
to understand my 

contribution to the carbon 
crisis, even though I try to 
use available online calcu-
lators and other research.  
This is cumbersome and I 
often find that the online 
calculators don’t tell me 
how much carbon my gas 
lawnmower or snow blow-
er emit.

The Proposal:

 My proposal to 
the federal government 
is to create a labelling ré-
gime for fossil fuel devices 
to raise awareness of the 
carbon issue and to enable 
citizens to take their own 
purchasing decisions. This 
would be rather similar 
to the Enerstar labels 
on appliances, that help 
purchasers select devic-

es based on their electricity 
consumption, and understand 
that their old appliances are 
costing them money.
 The label might say 
something like“This device 
emits xxx metric tons of at-
mospheric carbon in 1 hour of 
operation.” For example, my 
2008 Acura TSX emits about 
0.02 metric tons of atmo-
spheric carbon in one hour of 
operation.  A bus would emit 
about the same amount in 
an hour, but would be trans-
porting more people.  A sign 
on the bus would help people 
compare the impact of their 
car use and choose public 
transport.
 But cars, busses and 
trucks are not the only source 
of carbon emissions:  lawn 
mowers, snowmobiles, chain 
saws, snow blowers, ATVs, 
boat engines, whipper-snip-
pers, etc. etc. (I could go on 
forever) also emit carbon.  
When I search online, I’m not 
able to find information relat-
ed to their carbon emissions, 
so a label would help me 
greatly to choose between 
devices or perhaps to choose 
not to use them at all.

Objections I have heard to 
this idea are:

  
a. that it doesn’t count 
the carbon emitted in the 

production of these ma-
chines.  For example, I have 
heard, although I don’t know 
that it is true, that more 
carbon is emitted in the initial 
production of a car than is 
ever emitted by the operation 
of that car.
(Editor’s Note: Embodied 
Energy is the term for the 
energy used to manufacture 
something - it canbe hard to 
quantify! Maybe quantifying 
the carbon associated with 
building new vs repairing-
would help in this case!)

b. Also, we might con-
sider that coal and natural 
gas are used to generate 
electricity in Canada, and 

Board Members Wanted!

 The Peace and Environment Resource 
Centre is governed by a Board of Directors 
made up of volunteers from the local commu-
nity. Specific skills or experience injournalism 
and communications (print and online), event 
management, finance and administration and 
volunteer coordination are all assets, but a pas-
sion for peace, sustainability or social justice are 
the main requirements. A typical board term is 2 
years.

 PERC is currently seeking additional 
Members at Large, responsibilities of which in-
clude attending a majority of meetings (in person 
or by phone) and participating in the governance 
of PERC. Board members are also encouraged 
to join one or more committees based on their 
interest, skills and availability. The time commit-
ment is about five hours per month for meetings, 
committees, and support (such as replying to 
email). Additional time for specific projects may 
be required as interest and ability allows.

Interested but not sure? Coming to the AGM is a 
great way to get a sense of what it’s like! 

More info: info@perc.ca 

these costs would probably 
not be reflected in a carbon 
labelling scheme like the 
one proposed here. (Editor’s 
Note: maybe labelling energy 
use with associated carbon 
values for a totally renewable 
vs totaly fossil fuel based elec-
tricity grid would help?)

 We are facing a 
carbon crisis, yet many, 
many Canadians are largely 
unaware of its extent and of 
their personal contribution to 
it.  This measure would be a 
step in the direction of help-
ing Canadians understand 
the situation and, ultimately, 
understand the need for a 
carbon tax and the need for 

all of us to make choices 
that reduce our carbon 
footprint.

Take Action:

 You can do some-
thing about this, if you 
think this is a good idea.  
Send a message to Cather-
ine McKenna, Minister of 
Environment and Climate 
Change, Parliament Build-
ings, Ottawa K1P 1C1 and 
copy your MP, telling them 
you’d like to see carbon 
labelling. I suggest a letter 
will have more impact, for 
it will stand out from the 
tidal wave of emails these 
folks get every day.

Hello PERC: AGM Notice 
& Call for Board Members!!!

The 2019 Annual Gen-
eral Meeting of the 

Peace & Environment 
Resource Centre will 
take place on Tues-

day, May 14, at 7:00 
PM in the new PERC 
shared office located 

in The Apartment: 
Sustainability Office 
in the basement of 
Rideau Park United 
Church, 2203 Alta 

Vista Dr.

All welcome. Potluck items 
encouraged.

You must be a current member of 
the PERC (have donated within 

the last year) to vote, but all are 
welcome to attend and partici-

pate. Donations can be made at 
the AGM via cash or cheque made 

out to the Peace & Environment 
Resource Centre.

The church building is wheelchair 

Carbon Labelling: Prompting Awareness 
& Action

accessible, but our regular meet-
ing room is not. If you require ac-

comodation to attend, pleae email 
info@perc.ca so we can move our 
meeting to a different room in the 
building that doesn’t require using 

stairs!

Never been to an AGM? No worries! 
These meetings are usually pretty 

quick and require no special knowl-
edge or preparation. Come on out, 

we’re friendly!
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PEACE AND ENVIRONMENT CALENDAR
We provide FREE event listings to Non-profit groups. To submit an event, email pen-editor@perc.ca as far in advance as possible.

PLEASE CONFIRM EVENTS BEFORE ATTENDING. 

GROUPS

Ecology Ottawa Eco-Gala, Oct 11, 6:00 
- 10:30 PM. Tickets start @ $60 and 
include vegetarian meal, networking 
and silent auction. Paul Dewar to be 
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World Press Freedom  Day

International Day for 
Biological Diversity

Endangered Species Day
International 
Museum Day

World Autism Day

World Health Day
Intl Day for Street 

Children

World Dolphin Day World Art Day

Earth Day World Book Day World Malaria Day
World Penguin Day

World Fair Trade Day

World Migratory
Bird Day

World Turtle Day

#IDAHOT19

29 30 31
GSS Energy Benchmark-
ing Educational Event, 
7PM, Kichissippi United 
Church. Info: greening-
sacredspacesottawa@
gmail.com

“Koneline: Our Land Beautiful”
Environmental documentary screening, 7 PM both 
days, Arts’ Court, 10 Daly Ave. Info: info@cfi-icf.ca

RCEN AGM
2:00 PM, virtual

Info: chair@rcen.ca

Communications 
Planning for NFPs. 

9AM-12PM. Info: educa-
tion@volunteerottawa.ca

Volunteer Management 
101  9-11:30AM. Info: 

education@volunteerot-
tawa.ca

Leveraging our 
Strengths - Annual 
Conference for Ottawa’s 
Social Sector. 8AM 
-4PM. Info: http://lever-
agingourstrengths.info

VO workshop: Social En-
terprise: Are you Ready? 
A Board Orientation. 
9AM-12PM. Info: educa-
tion@volunteerottawa.ca

PERC AGM
7PM, 2203  Alta Vista Dr

info@perc.ca

Biosphere Eco City Work-
shop: OBEC & NCENN
10AM-12PM, 2203 Alta 
Vista. info@ncenn.ca

Good Samaritan Interfaith Food Drive
May 10-12 

Info: Daniel Stringer - thestring@rogers.com

Eco-Easter @ Tucker 
House, 10AM-2PM, Info: 
www.maisontuckerhouse.

ca

Tucker House Communi-
ty Garage Sale 
9AM-12PM, Rockland 
Info: deputydirector@
maisontuckerhouse.ca

Green Screen presents: 
La Pêche Climate 

Change Movie Night, 
7PM, Wakefield. 
Info: https://bit.

ly/2Wy0rDm
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PEACE AND ENVIRONMENT CALENDAR

ActCity Ottawa. Social issues discussion
and collaboration. Find us
on Facebook. Email: actcityottawa@
gmail.com

The Environmental Health
Association of Ontario meets 3-4 times
a year. For dates and details on meetings
or for information please visit 
<www.ehaontario.ca> or call our Help Line 
at 613-860-2342.

Amnesty International Group 56
meets monthly. Call 613-445-3996.

Canadian Peace Initiative (CDPI) -
Ottawa Chapter meets at 7:30 pm on
the 2nd Tuesday of the month except for
the summer, at 91A Fourth Ave. <www.
departmentofpeace.ca> Call 613-341-
9216 or 613-276-6764.

Citizens Climate Lobby Ottawa
advocates for legislation to curb fossil
fuel emissions and move to low carbon
energy. CCL-Ottawa meets the Tues 
following the 1st Sat of each month, 7-9 
p.m. at members’ homes. Info: ottawaccl@
gmail.com, mwesche@xplornet.com or 
819-459-1910 (leave message).

Ecology Ottawa is a grassroots nonprofit
organization working to make
Ottawa the green capital of Canada. To
volunteer, or receive our e-newsletter,
visit <ecologyottawa.ca> or call 613-
860-5353.

Faith and the Common Good is a
multi-faith environmental network
working with faith communities in
Ottawa. Regular networking events,

Greening Sacred Spaces. <http://www.
greeningsacredspaces.net/> Email:
ottawa@faith-commongood.net

The Greenspace Alliance of Canada’s
Capital works to join individuals and
citizens’ groups to protect significant
green spaces in the national capital
area. Members include scientists,
journalists and economists. Visit <www.
greenspace-alliance.ca> Call 613-739-
0727 or email 
contact@greenspacealliance.ca.

The Indigenous Peoples Solidarity
Movement - Ottawa (IPSMO) is a
grassroots organization that supports
indigenous peoples in struggles for
justice. <www.ipsmo.org> Email:
ipsmo@riseup.net

Just Voices choir: an activist choir
that sings songs about peace, the
environment, women, and other social
justice issues. New members welcome.
Practices Wednesdays at 7 pm. from
Sep to June at the Bronson Centre, 211 
Bronson Ave. Info: www. justvoices.ca 

Maison Tucker House Children’s 
camps, courses, retreats, rentals, 
eco-programs.  < www.maisontucker-
house.ca/>

No One Is Illegal - Ottawa. <http://
noii-ottawa.blogspot.ca/> email
<noiiottawa@gmail.com> A coalition
of immigrants & allies dvocating & fighting 
for the rights, dignity, and respect of 
immigrants, refugees, indigenous peoples, 
and those living without status in Canada. 

N O W A R / P A I X < h t t p : / / w w w .
nowarpaix. ca> Email: nowar.paix@
gmail.com

We provide FREE event listings to Non-profit groups. To submit an event, email pen-editor@perc.ca as far in advance as possible.
PLEASE CONFIRM EVENTS BEFORE ATTENDING. 

The National Capital Peace Council of
the Universal Peace Federation upf.org
meets for a complementary vegetarian
breakfast at 7:30 am on the last Tues  
every month to hear presentations by 
other peace-minded groups. Info: 613-
218-1431,or thestring@rogers.com

One World Arts. <www.oneworldarts.
ca> Call 613-238-4659.

OPIRG-Carleton resource library
and working groups. 326 Unicentre,
Carleton University. <http://www.
opirgcarleton.org/> Call 613-520-2757.

The OPIRG-Ottawa Resource Centre.
Room 215 Unicentre, University of
Ottawa. <http://www.opirg-gripo.ca/>
Call 613-562-5800 x4363/4365. Ottawa 

The Ottawa Biosphere Eco-Cities 
Initiative (OBEC) provides a convenient 
drop-in/drop-out model of volunteering 
on local sustainability projects. Get 
involved in something you care about. 
www.obec.ca 

The Ottawa Organic Farmers’
Market year-round, Saturdays, 10
a.m.–2 p.m. at Canada Care, behind
Canadian Tire, Bank at Heron. <www.
oofmarket.ca> Call 613-826-2286.

Ottawa South Eco-Action Network
is a community group active in the 
Mooney’s Bay area. Based on the Ecology 
Ottawa model of grassroots action on 
climate and ecology issues. https://www.
facebook.com/OttawaSouthEcoAction/

Physicians for Global Survival 30
Cleary Ave, Ottawa. <www.pgs.ca>
Call 613-233-1982 - Working on nuclear 
disarmament.

The Population Institute of Canada
a group concerned with the effects of
world overpopulation. <www.piofc.ca
> Call 613-833-3668 or Email: mail@
populationinstituteofcanada.ca

Raw Vegan Potlucks in the Glebe at
St. Giles Church held the last Friday
of each month. <www.SimplyRaw.ca>
Call 613-234-0806.

RESULTS Canada meets 2nd Tues 
of each month to take action on an 
issue related to absolute poverty at 
the Dalhousie Community Centre. 
Come be a voice for the world’s 
poorest.  www.resultscanada.ca. 
Info: Stephen  - scstdenis@gmail.
com. 

Transition Ottawa helping to face the
challenges of Climate Change through 
practical solutions on a local scale. 
<http://transitionottawa.ning.com/>

The Utne Reader Salon Discussion
Group meets monthly. Call Andrew
613-259-5704.

Vegetarians and Vegans of Ottawa
have a veg*an (vegan and vegetari-
an) meetup twice a month. <www.
ottawaveg.com>

World Federalists Movement -
Canada <www.worldfederalists-
canada.org> Call 613-232-0647 or 
Email:wfcnat@web.ca

Water Rangers 
Citizen Science to protect our 
local waterways. Borrow a test kit. 
<www.waterrangers.ca> 

GROUPS
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World Environment 
Day

Deadline for Summer 
PEN Submissions! 
email to 
pen-editor@perc.ca

World Day Against Child 
Labour #WDACL19

World Refugee Day

28 29

30

World Oceans Day

World Rainforest Day

Gay Pride Day 
#Pride19

26th Tim Hortons Ottawa Dragon Boat Festival
June 20th to 23rd  Info: dragonboat.net

VO Workshop: Social 
Media for NPOs, 9AM-
12PM. Info: education@
volunteerottawa.ca

VO Workshop: 
Organizational Risk 
Management
9-11:30AM. Info: educa-

tion@volunteerottawa.ca

Tucker House AGM 
-1:00PM Info: deputy-
director@maisontuck-
erhouse.ca



April - June, 2019 Peace and Environment NewsPg  6

by Mike Nickerson

Mike is the author of Life, 
Money, and Illusion: Living on 
Earth as if We Want to Stay, 

and a long-standing fixture of 
the sustainbility community 

around Ottawa.

by Angela Plant

Angela is a frequent 
contributor for the PEN in 

many guises: here, she writes 
on behalf of Jane’s Walk 

Ottawa.

Walk & Wonder in Ot-
tawa-Gatineau this 
May 4th and 5th 

weekend for the 12th annual 
Jane’s Walk festival. Inspired 

by the ideas of Jane Jacobs, 
this festival of free commu-
nity walking tours spans two 
days and over sixty topics.
 The theme for 2019 is 
to Wander our Cities Togeth-
er, celebrating what we love 
and gathering ideas to imag-
ine our future in 25 years. 
 This year the City of 
Ottawa is consulting the pub-
lic on its Official Plan: Beyond 

2036, a subject that will likely 
be discussed on many of the 
walks. Other interesting top-
ics include local ecology and 
plant identification to urban 
farming and oral history.
 These walks will 
inspire you to imagine what 
your city could be while also 
appreciating what brings out 
your sense of wonder. 

Lanark Eco-Village: 
Invitation to Join in 
Pioneering 
Sustainbility

Covered eating and meeting area for the Summer Kitchen (seen here in Winter!) 
at the Lanark Eco-Village. Photo: Mike Nickerson.

Imagine integrating your life 
directly with the cycles of 
water, air and soil. Further, 

picture living in buildings that 
capture sunshine in the Win-
ter and keep things cool in 
the Summer. Add a measure 
of community and you have 
an Eco-Village.
 Lanark Eco-Village 
exists to realize this vision 

Walk & Wonder 
in Ottawa-Gatineau

and to cooperate with others 
building such communities 
in other places.  Located 
about an hour from Ottawa, 
we invite participation in this 
Summer’s activities.
 Perhaps you would 
be interested in joining us, 
when the season is appropri-
ate, to help with and learn 
about: firewood manage-
ment, organic gardening, food 
preservation, tree- to-boards-
to-building techniques, some 
masonry, solar tech and land-
scaping for camping spots 
and for water management.
 Evening conversation 
can cover topics related to 
sustainability, ecology - in-

cluding 
full-cycle 
nutrient 
manage-
ment, 
alternative monetary systems, 
resilience, cultural evolution 
and a bit of magic if you stay 
for a while. Some additional 
topics at: www.SustainWell-
Being.net 
 The stage set 
here in Lanark includes a 
9000-square-foot garden, an 
expanding orchard, a cou-
ple of small fields and one 
hundred twenty acres of 
woodland, more than a third 
of which is provincially signif. 
icant wetland. Along with 

lots of 
camping 
spaces, 
we have 
a house, 
a wood-
working 
shop, a 
couple of 
trailers, 
and a yurt. 
 Also 
notable 
is a large 
Summer 
Kitchen 
with a 
cooking 
grill and 
bake-ov-
en - this 
is where 
we will be 
preparing 

food. Along with the cooking 
area is a large covered eating 
and meeting space. The 
Summer Kitchen is dedicat-
ed to exchanging plans and 
views about how we might 
accomplish the shift from hu-
manity’s long childhood and 
adolescent growth phase to a 
mature stable state. 
 Today’s economy is 
stressing the Earth.  It cannot 
double its size and double 
again, and again, as con-
vention requires. Join us in 
exploring ways to minimize 
human impacts and maxi-
mize wellbeing – more fun 
and less stuff – a world that 
is fair enough that people 
will cooperate, and enlight-
ened enough to maintain 
the health of the planet we 
depend on.
 To be honest, we are 
a long way from realizing this 
ideal.  Nevertheless, it is the 
vision we aim for.  The more 
steps taken in this direction, 
the further we can see to 
picture the next steps.  Think 
of it as living theatre: the 
more we create, the more 
evocative the stage becomes, 
and the easier it will be to 
advance the conversation and 
contribute to the transforma-

tion.
Projects for 2019

 This Summer, when 
the garden is planted and 
the firewood is in the shed 
drying, we aim to build a 
greenhouse that can be 
heated by a sauna (when 
the door is open), and finish 
the construction of a water 
reservoir that we can swim 
in when it is hot. The plan for 
excavated material is to pile 
it up a hillside to make a long 
smooth toboggan/ski run 
down the hill and across the 
pond: there is also a rumour 
about installing a zip line for 
rapid entry to the pond.
 Excavation for the 
construction of a root cellar is 
also in the plans, though we 
may not get that far this year.

Interested?

 If you would like to 
help with any part of this 
endeavour please contact us 
at: sustain5@web.ca, 
(613) 482-1208.
 We can also put you 
on our Announcements List.  
You may want to join us for 
a gathering and have a look 
around.

Conversation in the garden plot at the Lanark Eco Village. 
Photo: Mike Nickerson.

Picture essays, articles and design criteria are linked at: 
http://www.superaje.com/~sustain5/Eco-Village_links.html
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Cover of The Songs of Trees by David George Haskell

Can You See  The Forest? 
Book Review

by Hugh Kruzel

Hugh is a regular 
contributor to the PEN. 

Here, he reviews the book  
The Songs of Trees: Stories 

from Nature’s Great 
Connectors by George 

David Haskell (© Penguin-
Random House, 2017)

Have you read Has-
kell’s The Forest Un-
seen or Wohleben’s  

The Hidden Life of Trees? 
(previously reviewed in the 
PEN Issue___ Vol. ___).   
 It seems many of 
us are enthusiastic to see 
more in this genre of poet-
ic, passionate, profession-
al, ecological chronologies 
of the lives we take so for 
granted. (At least based 
on how there now seems 
to be an “Ecology” section 
in not-just-my local book 
store.)
 Trees are more 
than the expressions 
of climate, geology and 
circumstance. To a large 
extent many don’t consid-
er how or why they are, 
where they take root, nor 
their survival, failure, or 
decline. For most they are 
just trees. Few even see 
the forest despite the fact 
that as Haskell states in 
this book, “… we live on a 
sylvan planet.” 
 For Haskell, the 
Ceibo, Balsam Fir, Sabal 
Palm, Green Ash, Hazel, 
Olive… are not just names 
of trees but chapters ex-
pressing a theme. Haskell 
hugs trees and hopes we 
do also. 
 But name a tree, 
know it by its spe-
cies, range, relation-
ships with others, 
and history  . . . its 
profile, its age, the 
challenges it has 
faced (and contin-
ues to face) and 
it is no longer an 
inanimate object.
 This 2017 
publication deliv-
ered yet another 
exploration of lives 
we frequently mis-
take as sedentary, 
soulless, and often 
solitary.  Trees are 
part of communities 
and ecosystems and 
even the individual, 
plucked and bon-
saied, are artistically 
sculpted to reflect 
the heritage and 
home (albeit styl-
ized) of that variety.

 There really is no “us 
and them” for as inhabitants 
of this “Little Blue Planet 
Third from the Sun” (vide Five 
Man Electrical Band). We 
are a part of, not apart from. 
However, as we read, “… the 
area of land covered by for-
ests is plunging” and Landsat 
since 1972 non-judgmentally 
recorded fires, logging, and 
the retreat of even boreal 
forest. “What exists today will 
not exist tomorrow,” Haskell 
cautions.
 “No matter if one 
ephemeral species burns the 
fossil remains of another, thus 
warming the planet a little.  
No matter, indeed, about any-
thing at all, unless we care to 
divert ourselves with illusion.” 
– Haskell
 Yes, such philosoph-
ical musings are part of Has-
kell’s Chapter “Redwood, and 
Ponderosa Pine” and he does 
indeed hear the trees singing, 
as does a child and his muse 
John Muir. You too can sit still 
in the forest and listen though 
most sounds in these trees 
have “a pitch too high for any 
human ear”.  Haskell deploys 

a thumb-sized ultra-sonic 
sensor linked to a computer 
to look for hourly and diur-
nal patterns of water and air 
bubbles stirring in the living 
tissue of the trees. While 
most are unable to discern 
the “dynamism under the de-
ceptively still plates of bark,” 

he speaks of move-
ment and a predict-
able “hugeness” of 
the rhythms of the 
landscape and the 
lives within it.
 “Each chap-
ter of this book at-
tends to the song of 
a particular tree…” 
states Haskell in 
his preface, but 
he does so much 
more. The fra-
grance, the biolog-
ical networks and, 
yes, the beauty, are 
illuminated.
 I have writ-
ten often on the 
horrors of atomic 
warfare, and Has-
kell’s final chapter 
entitled Japanese 
White Pine touches 
on this topic; the 
complex account 
of a single bonsai 
frames the telling. 
The previous chap-
ter – on the Olive 
– is a tale of woe as 
farmers and fami-
lies are unable to tend their 
groves because of arbitrary 
socio-political demarcations.
 The trees know not 
of military maps, concrete 
barrier walls, razor wire and 
policies of annexation. Olive 
trees have had such a long 
association with peoples of 
the Mediterranean circle 
they have essentially formed 
a symbiotic relationship.  
Without pruning and care, 
a mount of olives withers, 
fails, expires. Our steward-
ship assists them, and in 
turn the reward is a staple of 
existence. Is it our fear of the 
unseen that drives us to mow 
down swaths of forest?
 Though the Ed 
Burtynsky exhibition is now 

packed up, Anthropocene 
demonstrated in large liv-
ing colour the extent of the 
impact of humankind on the 
systems and planet.
 Do we wish to 
reshape it all to excise the 
minerals we consume, the oil 
we drink, and the energy we 
suck? Do we also shrink from 
knowing vast webs of fungi 
and bacteria allow trees to 
reach deep into the soils, be-
coming networks well beyond 
the drip-line of the individual 
tree?
 We want it all dis-
crete and divided: planta-
tions, silviculture. Accoun-
tants want it packaged, 
defined, and valued. Factory 
forests; monocultures of oil 
palm, fir, poplars, are alien to 

the natu-
ral order.
 “The 
fallacy of 
believing 
that the 
human 
communi-
ty dwells 
outside of 
nature is 
exposed 
at Conflu-
ence Park 
[Denver, 
Colo-
rado],” 
writes 
Haskell.
 And 
what of 
the dying 
or dead 
tree? Has-
kell tucks 
this story 
of circu-

lation right in the middle 
with the chapter on the 
Green Ash. His arrival on 
the site of a newly fallen 
giant of an ash after a 
windstorm delivers an op-
portunity for him to visit 
and revisit season-by-sea-
son and year-by-year to 
observe the changes of 
decomposition, decay and 
recirculation. It is worth 
noting Haskell views the 
collapse not as an ending:
 “Death decenters 
the tree’s life, but it does 
not end it.”
 He observes ar-
rivals of insects, the other 
catalysts of transforma-
tion and the “… the tree’s 
long, final exhale into the 
forest” is such a beautiful 
expression of regenera-
tion.
 You can tell I am 
enthusiastically encourag-
ing you to read Haskell’s 
The Song of Trees, and 
would hope teachers of 
geography, teachers of sci-
ence, and teachers of ecol-
ogy also pick this book up 
and anoint it as required 
reading in their curricula.
 What of average 
people, parents and their 
descendants? Oh, yes, for 
soon the reader will have 
to acknowledge they are 
part of a network, a web, 
and that many linkages are 
so easily wounded or am-
putated by shortsighted-
ness and wonton disregard 
for the larger (and smaller) 
relationships, associations, 
and connectivity.

“Roots and twigs have 
memories of light, gravi-
ty, heat, and minerals”

 – David George Haskell

A dead tree remains teeming with life and is an important part of the forest ecosystem. 
Photo: Amaya Eguizábal via Pixabay
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by Steve Beauchesne

Steve is the co-founder 
and CEO of Beau’s 
Brewery. He was 

approached by TJ Turenne 
of Maison Tucker House to 

write this article.

Brewing Up Some Good: The Beau’s 
Brewery Story

Organic Craft Brewing: The 
Right Thing, For the Right 

Reasons

We decided to 
make sustainabil-
ity a core value at 

Beau’s from the get-go.
 Our first big deci-
sion in living this out was 
to choose certified organic 
malts and hops to brew our 
then-brand-new flagship la-
gered ale, Lug Tread. We had 
brewed several test batches 
of organic and non-organic, 
and it was conclusive to us, 
and eventy-six of our closest 
friends we poured samples 
for, that the organic ingre-
dients had made the best 
tasting beer. And we knew 
that organic farming meant 
that our ingredients would 
be grown using agricultural 
methods that minimize the 
impact on the natural en-
vironment. It was the right 
thing to do, for the right 
reasons.
 But we had naysay-
ers telling us that we were 
doomed if we went the or-

ganics route with our nascent 
brewery; we were told that 
our customers would not care 
about our ethics, they just 
wanted a pint of cold beer. 
We knew that we would have 
to explain to each bar and 
restaurant owner why we 
thought organic beer was bet-
ter, and why their customers 
would too.
 And there were other 
challenges beyond what the 
consumer thought of our 
beer. Brewing organic beer 
meant that ingredients would 
cost up to twice as much as 
conventional. We didn’t start 
the brewery with deep pock-
ets. Brewing organic would 
mean we would be much 
more limited in the suppliers 
we could buy from and lim-
ited in the selection of hops 
that were available organi-
cally. We understood that we 
might have to sacrifice buying 
from local suppliers, another 
value that was important to 
us, in order to brew organic 
beer.
 We took a big chance 
and launched Ontario’s first 
brewery dedicated to making 
organic craft beer. We hoped 
that we would be rewarded 
by like-minded people who 
saw that brewing organic 
beer meant that we could be 
both best in the world, and 
best for the world. The right 
thing, for the right reasons. 

We took a big chance.
 And what happened? 
Well, today Beau’s Brewing 
Company is Canada’s largest 
certified organic craft brew-
ery. 

The Path Forward

 We have always 
looked at sustainability as 
a journey we are on, not a 
destination. Being an organic 
craft brewery since day one 
has actually made it easier 
to add additional facets of 
sustainability over time.

 In 2013 we became 
Canada’s first certified B-Corp 
brewery – being certified 
organic helped boost our 
score, and also meant that 
we already had much of the 
traceability and record-keep-
ing in place that being a 
B-Corp requires.
 Being committed to 
sustainability, you also tend 
to attract like-minded organi-
zations along the way, and to-
gether you can have a greater 
impact than acting alone.
 Here’s a great exam-
ple: over three years we ran 
a members-only beer club 
called Greener Futures, which 
was intended to raise money 
to install solar panels on the 
roof of our brewery. When 
that project hit roadblocks 
that made it a no-go, we 
looked to other sustainability 
initiatives, and connected 
with Bullfrog Power. Through 
talking to Bullfrog we learned 

of an Ottawa-based project 
that sublet out small plots 
of farmland to community 
groups and advocates for 
sustainable agriculture. We 
pooled our resources with 
Bullfrog and installed the so-
lar array at that farm instead. 
(Editor’s Note: that farm was 
Just Food Farms in the east 
end of Ottawa. Beau’s also has 
a long-standing relationship 
with the Ottawa Renewable 
Energy Co-op).
 We also chose 100% 
green electricity and 100% 
green natural gas for our 
brewing through an ongoing 
partnership with Bullfrog 
Power.
 The right things, for 
the right reasons. For Beau’s, 
being certified organic is 
really a philosophy around 
not just doing things right for 
the environment but making 
great beer and making the 
world a better place doing it.

Sustainability was part of the plan co-founder Steve Beauchesne had for Beau’s Brewery 
from the outset. Photo: Beau’s Brewery

Just Food Farms created a unique storage structure outof 
shipping containers to hold their rooftop solar installation. A 
meter display in the main barn shows how much power has 
been generated. Photos: PERC


